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2009 Co-Vention is now a thing of the past but as 

is usually the case, most came away smiling and 

content having had their fill of Ponti-Action.  Re-

newing old friendships and meeting new folks is 

always a pleasure.  The Sponsors were there 

õenforce supporting this wonderful Event and with-

out them and the hard working efforts of the 

GTOAA and POCI as well as the Host Clubs this 

terrific Event would not have been possible.  

Thanks Dayton~KUDOõS!!!   

John Johnson techõs in Cap & Robin Proffittõs ô65 GTO.  Thank 

goodness for interchangeable parts...good friends loaned 

them a missing trunk light bulb.  Those same good friends 

needed a fire extinguisher.  It all worked out just fine. 

WHAMO!! BLAM! KerPOW!  òRobin, head for the Bat Caveéó  What 

a wonderful sight this set of wheels was to see at the Co-Vention. 

Just a smattering of some photo ops at 

the 2009 Co-Vention in Dayton, OH.  We 

even found a Kansas license plate on a 

bathroom wall...they like us there! 

Cool shirts, hat pins and 

logos that were hand 

painted...gorgeous! 



 

 

In this life, we come face to face with some GRR-8-Ones and some not so great ones, itõs all a part of living.  Different circumstances 

and different events put us together with both.                                                                                                                                                 

Not often, but occasionally, we are blessed enough to be in the right place at the right time.  For instance, I know exactly where I was 

when they announced Elvis was dead.  Gym class is where I was told President Kennedy had been shot.  And I know where I was when 

I met one GRR-8-One Iõll never forget.                                                                                                                                                                  

It was a miserably hot, steamy June night in 2005 at St. Louis, Missouri and it was dark.  My beloved and I walked around the hotel 

parking lot hand in hand recapping the day and admiring the cars on the show field that werenõt covered and wondered what was 

under the ones that were covered.                                                                                                                                                                      

With a familiar rumble, into the back lot rolls a semi-tractor trailer rig that piquedõ our interest.  We decided to hang around incon-

spicuously and see what rolled out of that trailer.  Before long out comes this very impressive wild tiger-like car that had race car writ-

ten all over it.  Wow!  Gorgeous and you just knew this wasnõt your average Show car Pontiac.                                                                     

As we sauntered back toward our car for one last check before bed time, Cap struck up a conversation with a gentleman he seemed 

to know.  Before long, they were talking cattle feeding and for me, Iõve gotten used to òbusinessó as usual even when weõre far from 

home.  Lots of people know Cap in the cattle industry and Cap knows just as many.                                                                                      

Shortly, this fellow asked if we had a car here and we were quick to respond in the affirmative.  He asked us to show it to him.  With 

flashlight in hand, questions were being fired off like bullets between Cap and him.  He crawled under our car, in our car, around our 

car and with obvious expertiseõ examined our ô65 GTO top to bottom.  Then much to my dismay, this fella pulls out a white magic 

marker and writes on our radiator support bigger ônõ Dallas.  Of course, I was gracious.  I did not read him the riot act but enroute to 

the room I sure addressed this incident with Cap!  òWhy did you let that man write on OUR car?ó  Cap tried to assure me it was a good 

thing by telling me who this really nice man was.  I resigned myself knowing that Cap knows more about Pontiac and the people who 

make it a great hobby than I do.                                                                                                                                                                             

As that weekend wore on, I had many more opportunities to spend time talking to and observing the car writing culprit.  He was obvi-

ously revered by many others as there he was signing shirts, shaking hands, and smiling for photo ops.  Most celebrity's do not im-

press me, this man however with his quiet and gentle mannerisms quickly became one of the GRR-8-Ones in my mind.  Heõs  genuine, 

kind, and someone you just knew would always be known as friend.  Our friend.                                                                                            

Our friend, Arnie òThe Farmeró Beswick is one in a million and no matter where we see this famous Pontiac Drag Car Owner/Driver, 

our friend Arnie greets us with hugs and hand shakes.                                                                                                                                       

We have a nice ô65 GTO but this fellaõs signature is a tremendous treasure and Iõm real thankful Cap didnõt let me near the car clean-

ing kit that hot June St. Louis night or it would be gone forever! 

 

Arnie òThe Farmeró Beswick and his lovely bride Mrs. B.  Below is 

Arnieõs signature car the Tameless Tiger II.  Last year, Arnie clocked 

that Tiger at over 200 m.p.h.  and heõs got the time slip to prove it!  
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GTO Association of AmericaGTO Association of AmericaGTO Association of America   

GTOAA Membership Application                                                   

Mail completed form to:                                                                   

GTOAA                                                                                                                                           

P.O. Box 455                                                                                  

Timnath, CO  80547-0455                                                  

President-Bob Alexander                   

2960 Neil Dr. Unit#10                           

Ft. Collins, CO 80526                       

President@gtoaa.org                       

Legend Editor-Tom Szymczyk              

30 Sandhurst Dr.                                     

Mt. Laurel, NJ  08054-6206              

Legendeditor@gtoaa.org                             

Membership Coordinator                   

Beth Butcher                                      

P.O.Box 213                                      

Timnath, CO  80547-0213               

Membership@gtoaa.org                  

Commercial Advertising                    

John & Diana Johnson                         

620 N. Jefferson                                

Mexico, MO  66265-3217                

advertising@gtoaa.org                          

Bill Vantuono                                           

National Chapter Coordinator                

431 16th Ave                                        

Brick, NJ  08724                                     

(732) 208-6860                                  

chapters@gtoaa.org    

Concours Judging Chairman              

John Wacholtz                                     

706 13th Ave. SW                             

Austin, MN  55912-2726                  

(507) 433-5201                                 

jwconcours@gtoaa.org                       

Membership, Recruitment & Public 

Relations -G.Tom Oxler                      

450 Muirfield Drive                               

St. Charles, MO  63304                     

(636) 928-5548                                 

Publicrelations@gtoaa.org             

Chief Technical Advisor                   

Steve Lucus                                            

230 South Hudson                               

Westmont, IL 60559-1936                 

(630) 346-2967                                 

Techadvisor@gtoaa.org   
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Membership Renewal & Registration Form 

NAME............................................................................................................................................................... 

ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................................................... 

CITY........................................................................STATE...................ZIP...................................................... 

PHONE................................................................EMAIL.................................................................................. 

GTOAA Membership Number.........................................................Expiration Date........................................                             

                                                                                 Yearly Membership is $20.00  Mail to:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Les Linn-Membership                                          

8367 Peach Lane 

Derby, KS 67037 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Website applications can be downloaded at: 

  WWW.WICHITAGTO.COM 

Name__________________________________________________         

Address________________________________________________           

City____________________________ST_______Zip____________       

Your GTO Ownership______________________________________      

You may also register for Membership at:   www.gtoaa.org           




