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         Dear Lord...All my    

  Friends want Spring,  

is that do -able?  And 

please, donôt let me be 

mistaken for a goat.   

Love, Phil  



 

Ever seen your life flash before your eyes in a moment of impending fear?  ñIf I get out of this oneéò, ñI promise if 

I get through this, Iôll never...again!ò.  Oh come on!!!  Weôve all been there, the first step to recovery is acknowl-

edging the problem. 

2010 was a virtual Dust Devil, cropping up with a little movement and in a flash to a furied frenzy, then gone.  In 

itôs wake we try to remember, recapture and relive so our minds can wrap around the twinkling and fading memo-

ries. 

Kicking off the year was the Clubôs Annual Dinner Meeting and Elections.  With a GRR 8 turnout, wonderful com-

pany and the 2009 Year In Rear View on the ñbig screenò, there were lots of smiles.  Elections took a twist (not a 

bad thing, just surprising).  Les Linn stepped down a Prez and Dan Jones stepped up.  Les enlightened us that 

he wanted to concentrate more on Natôs so would prefer to be V.P.  Gary Gibbs, our trusted Treasurer opted to 

remain Club Treasurer which is a tremendous responsibility that in Garyôs case, turns in to soooo much more!  

Cap and Robin agreed to continue as Editors of the GRRR-GRAM.  Janice Duryea elected to continue as the 

Clubôs Secretary throughout 2010.  We had 42 Members and Guests in attendance. 

Thanks everyone for your service! 

Not everyone could make the Daryl Starbird Show but we certainly made a fine impression as 17 GTOôs and their 

owners showed up for the kick off event to the 2010 GTO Natôs.  Topping it off, four major trophies were awarded 

as we made a grand showing!  Good job! 

2010ôs Sunflower Swap Meet was another good time.  Lots of members either worked the booth, sold some 

parts, paid their dues or just stopped by to chat.  A couple of new members introduced themselves for the first 

time and weôre always excited to keep this GRRR 8 club growing. 

Eli Womack, our newest Club Member made his grand entrance on March 29th.  Mom, Dad, and sister Kya 

couldnôt be more proud.  Welcome Eli! 

Deanna Jones and Wyatt Johnson proudly wore Cap & Gown, a symbol of graduation from High School.   Both of 

these young folks are Club Memberôs family and we wish them well in their future endeavors. 

Mike & Vickie Cooper, Tom & Sharon Wilhite, and Robert Johnson attended the 12th Annual Pontiac Heaven in 

Phoenix, AZ. 

The Cowtown Car Show came in shortly after that which was well attended by our GRRR 8 Club. 

July rolled around faster than a cows tongue on a salt lick and we found ourselves in the midst of our very own 

organized chaos!  GTO Nationals had arrived in Kansas.  Wow, it was a whirlwind of activity, fabulous cars, won-

derful speakers, and famous dignitaries.  Our Club showed up!  Did they ever!  Those orange & white polo shirts 

were everywhere.  The common answer was, ñIf I canôt help you, I will find someone who canò.  Our venue was 

prefect, the Hyatt folks went all out and Century II Convention Center people jumped through hoops to please. 

Our Sponsors for this event who will continue to be listed on the website/newsletters/banners were and are phe-

nomenal!!!  We appreciate all they do for our Club, itôs Members and the Great State of Kansas.  (continued on page 3) 



(continued from page 3) 

99.9% of reports were ñfantastic!ò  This GRRR 8 Club pulled off one of the best GTO Nationals in the history 

books. 

Our next meeting hosted by Dan & Rita Jones who fed us some leftovers from Natôs and passed out Club Display 

Trophies of Wee-Ta-Ra-Sha-Ro in downtown Milton, KS.  Reports were encouraging in light of being rained out 

of Natôs Jim Wangers Invitational Drags.  Gary Gibbs had some preliminary numbers but not all bills were in yet. 

Ride4Hope Car Show in Ellinwood was our September Meeting.  Our Club displayed and counted votes. 

Cap & Robin invited Members to their home for a cookout following the show.  It was a perfect day. 

Our own 21st Annual Pontiac Uprising turned out to be another fine Pontiac event.  We touted this as our ñRain 

Dateò for Nationals.  Our Tech Speaker was none other than Jim Wangers himself!  Jim is a well known Pontiac 

Guru who carries the title ñGodfather of the GTOò.  On Saturday, Drag Racing was on fire at K.I.D. Drag Strip.  In 

addition, the Show Field held many gorgeous Pontiacs on display.  This event was graced with sunshine and 

good times including ñBeat the Tigerò with Dave Big Injun Anderson driving the famous GeeTO Tiger. 

Pontiac Poker ended up our cruisinô season as a fun time for the Club Members to just get out, play and cruise 

together.  Terrific! 

Tom & Sharon Wilhite hosted our November Meeting with Tomôs many hats including a Chefôs hat cooked up 

some burgers on the grill.  It was a great day. 

Our Annual Club Dinner/Elections Meeting at Louieôs in Wichita was good.  Unfortunately, there was no place to 

have our power point set up to show this Year In Rear View.  Anti-Climatic!  We had some great pictures pre-

pared to show and Gary Gibbs brought the technology to make it happen.  Oh well. 

Elections took place following the off the menu dinner.  Don Duryea was nominated into Office as the Clubôs new 

President, Dan Jones as V.P., Les Linn in Membership, Janice Duryea as Secretary and Cap & Robin Proffitt as 

Newsletter Editors. 

There, in a nutshell, 2010 in a Dust Devil of activity flashed before your eyes. 

We look forward to a more relaxed and Pontiac filled 2011 with a GRRR 8 Club and so many fine Members.  

 



             I DIDNôT KNOW THAT!!! 

                                                       In the ó64-ô67 period, there are a lot of the components of the GTO that are utilized 

                                                       within those model years.  Much more so in the case  of the ó64 & ó65.  There is one 

                                                       particular system that differs in the ó64 vs. ó65 that most of us donôt realize, however. 

                                                       The fuel sender unit (float assembly in the gas tank) and the gas gauge is specific to 

                                                       each of those two model yearsô.   

                                                        In the ó64 GTO the sender and the gas gauge measures 0-30 ohms resistance  

                                                        (ñoò ohms w/the float in empty position...30 ohms when the float is in the full  

                                                        position).  The ó65 fuel sender/gas gauge measures 0-90 ohms. 

This is something you need to be aware of if replacing your sender in the tank or the gas gauge in your dash.  Mix-

ing yearsô of the two components wonôt work.  For ó64 model, 0-30 ohms.  For ó65 GTO 0-90 ohms. (warning -be 

sure to check any fuel sender with an ohm meter or multi-meter before installing in the tank.  Some of the repro-

duction ones on the market are defective.  I found one by checking before I installed it.  You donôt want to find that 

out after youôve filled your gas tank.) 

For those of you that wish to repair your existing fuel sending unit and/or gas gauge, I found a specialist that will 

fix your old fuel sending unit and most gas gauges. 

Contact Tri -Starr LLC of Seneca Falls, NY 800-216-4940 or 315-568-4401 ask for San OôHara or their website 

www.tristarrradiator.com  

Also, a possible source for the very hard to find gas gauge is Pete Serio of Precision Pontiac at 614-258-3500 or 

www.precisionpontiac.net  

  

 

                                                     
 

FORMING AND MACHINING INDUSTRIES 

5616 N. Broadway  Wichita, KS  

(316) 838 -3970    (316) 838 -7729 FAX  

UMMM NO!  Itôs NOT an under bite...itôs my MAD FACE!!! 

955 N. K -15 Derby, KS (316) 789 -0608  

http://www.oreillyauto.com/EW3/HomePage.do;jsessionid=634166FA8AADB9D12B9C436BE61D8B7A.www1


Hi to everyone in the Wichita GTO club. My name is Don Duryea and Iôm the new president this year. I 
think most of you know me but Iôll tell you a little about my wife Janice and me. 

We have been in the Pontiac hobby since 1975 when we bought our first 1973 Trans Am. We have had 
quite a few GTOôs and Trans Amôs since then including the two most people will remember our Black 69 

Judge and our 69 Trans Am. I was the president of the Kansas Chieftains for quite a few years but to most peopleôs surprise I never 
have been for the GTO club. We arenôt original members of the club but weôre really close. I think we joined when the club was about 
6 months old. One of our hobbies the last few years has been driving the 68 convertible on Route 66 trips. So far we have driven it 
from Springfield, Ill to Holbrook, Az. and we drive every mile that is possible to drive.  

 I will make this first Presidents note short as I am in California on business but one of the main things I want to see happen this year 
is more cruises and going more places together as a club. As you can tell Janice and I will drive the GTO anywhere and that sure 
makes the trip fun. Thereôs nothing like seeing a group of GTOôs heading down the road together. We had a great start with our 
cruise/poker run we did this fall. Everyone had a good time and I think want to do more activities like that.  

 One reason I decided to be the president this year is because I knew we were driving the 04 GTO to the convention this year in Port-
land. I think itôs good to have the clubôs president there if possible. If you have never been to Portland and the rest of Oregon it is a 
great place to visit and you should consider going. 

 Thatôs about all I have this time - itôs kind of hard writing things in your hotel room when you would much rather be home. So get 
those GTOôs and other Pontiacs out on the road this year and letôs have some Grrr8 time together. 

 

Don 

GR-RRR8 

CLUB!!!  

Cool Peo-

ple -Nice 

Pontiacôs 

Our annual post-Christmas dinner was held January 8th at Louieôs Grill and Bar with 25 members and guests pre-
sent.  After dinner, the first order of business was election of officers. 

The results are as follows: 

President ï Don Duryea 

Vice President ï Dan Jones 

Treasurer ï Gary Gibbs 

Secretary ï Janice Duryea 

Newsletter ï Cap & Robin Proffitt  

Membership ï Les Linn 

It was voted that the officers will be compensated the club dues.  Cap spoke about the newsletter.  They are looking 
for someone to take over the duties.  In the meantime, the GRRR Gram will be published quarterly and available 
through e-mail or the club website.  Monthly, an e-mail version called ñChromeò will be distributed via e-mail also.  
Our sponsors will have ads on our web-site. 

The Sunflower Swap Meet is coming up and we will have a banner made with the sponsorsô logos to hang in our spot.  
ñThe Chillò car show coming up in February at the Kansas Coliseum will be a club event.  Tom reserved a 50 x 10 spot 
for the GTO Club to get some advertising for the Uprising.  We would like to show videos of our past events similar to 
Starbirdôs last year. 

There is a new owner at the track, and Tom has reserved Oct 8th for the Uprising.  He is looking for a new location for 
the Friday night event.  

Several members will be going to GTOAA Nationals in Portland, and several to POCI in Bowling Green.  Cap re-
ported that the McPherson automotive college has 2 week sessions available for anyone who wants to attend. 

Steve Lucas made a GTO pen set for our club as a fund raiser.  Bids were taken and Gary Gibbs won with a $150 bid. 

Les will put together a meeting calendar with most meetings being held on Sunday at 1:00. 

Meeting adjourned.  

Janice Duryea; Secretary 

http://www.kansasfire.com/


 

 

 

 

If your prized neon sign stops illuminating your display area, there are two possible culprits. Either the trans-
former has gone south or there is a break in the glass tube. Before you go too far, a word of caution: neon sign 
transformers have an output of 4,000 to 12,000 volts, and that will get your attention in a quick hurry. So 
treat them with respect. With the sign turned off, lightly wiggle the tube every few inches to determine if it is 
broken. If you find a break, carefully cut the copper wires that hold the glass tube to the glass stands and take 
the tube to your local neon shop. The glass was either filled with neon gas or argon gas, which contains a drop 
of mercury. The cost of repairing a simple break runs about $50 if neon and $60 if it had argon gas, as the 
tube has to be cleaned prior to being repaired. 
Often a break will destroy several feet of glass and you may be better off having a new tube made. On older 
signs that used argon gas, mercury vapors have clouded the glass.  When a section is replaced it will be no-
ticeably brighter for several years as it burns in. If, for example, the ñOò is broken on your Pontiac sign, that 
letter will be much brighter that the others for a period of time.   If that is a concern, you may want to replace 
all the glass.  Credit to Hagerty Insurance Agency  
http://www.hagerty.com/Hagerty -Online/How -To/Maintaining/All -articles/2011/03/01/Neon -Sign-Repair?
utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=email&utm_term=March&utm_content=News&utm_campaign=H
agerty%20Plus%20Member%20News 

A TRUE VINTAGE 

PONTIAC SIGN THAT 

NEEDS A BIT OF A FACE 

LIFT...MOSTLY POWER!! 

        TRACY'S AUTOMOTIVE 
 525 E 1ST ST N 

 WICHITA, KS 67202   (316) 267-0030 

A & REDS TRANSMISSION  

3737 W 29th St. South  

Wichita, KS  67217  

(316) 942 -5300  


